
    
Public Speaking 

 Merit Badge Workbook 
This workbook can help you but you still need to read the merit badge pamphlet (book).  No one can add or subtract from the Boy 

Scout Requirements #33216.  Merit Badge Workbooks and much more are below: Online Resources. 
Workbook developer: craig@craiglincoln.com.  Requirements revised: 2002, Workbook updated: March 2009. 

Scout’s Name:  __________________________________________                          Unit:  _______________________________  

Counselor’s Name:  ______________________________________     Counselor’s Ph #:  _______________________________  

1. Give a three- to five-minute introduction of yourself to an audience such as your troop, class at school, or some other group.  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

mailto:craig@craiglincoln.com


Public Speaking p. 2  Merit Badge Workbook Scout's Name: ________________________ 

2. Prepare a three- to five-minute talk on a topic of your choice  ____________________________________________________  

that incorporates body language  ____________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

and visual aids.  _________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Give an impromptu talk of at least two minutes, either as part of a group discussion or before your counselor. Use a subject 
selected by your counselor that is interesting to you but that is not known to you in advance and for which you do not have time to 
prepare.  _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  



Public Speaking p. 3  Merit Badge Workbook Scout's Name: ________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Select a topic of interest to your audience.  __________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Collect and organize information about this topic and prepare an outline.  ____________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Write an eight- to 10-minute speech, practice it, then deliver it in the conversational way.  ________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

5) Show you know parliamentary procedure by leading a discussion or meeting according to accepted rules of order; or by 
answering questions on the rules of order. _____________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  



Public Speaking p. 5  Merit Badge Workbook Scout's Name: ________________________ 

Online Resources  (Use any Internet resource with caution and only with your parent’s or guardian’s permission.) 

Boy Scouts of America: ►scouting.org ►Guide to Safe Scouting  ►Age-Appropriate Guidelines ►Safe Swim Defense 

 ►Scout ►Tenderfoot ►Second Class ►First Class  Rank Videos ►Safety Afloat  

Merit Badge Books: www.scoutstuff.org Please don't post workbooks on your site.  Please instead post links to these: 
MeritBadge.org: http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/MBW -or- usscouts.org: http://www.usscouts.org/mb/worksheets/list.asp  

Requirement Resources 

These resources and much more are at: http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Public Speaking 

1, 2 & 4. Give a three- to five-minute introduction of yourself... 

 Cub Scout: Communicating Belt Loop & Pin - Webelos: Communicator - Merit Badges: Public Speaking - Communications  

 Speeches & Presentations: How to Choose a topic - How to Write a Speech - How to Give a Speech - Ideas from eHow  

 Lesson Videos: ExpertVillage: Giving a Speech - Public Speaking Tips - Public Speaking - Eye Contact - Hand Gestures - 
Props  

The Citizenship in the Community #8 public presentation...of your community  

could be given as a Communications #3 five-minute speech  

using the techniques from Photography #4b to produce a picture story  

and Art #1 to tell a story with...pictures  

which could be developed into the Computers #6e short presentation.  

Also see Communications #3. "Write a five-minute speech. Give it at a meeting of a group."  

3. How to give an Impromtu Speech step-by-step instructions. 

 Lesson Videos: How to Do an Impromptu Speech: What is an Impromptu Speech? - Delivery - Organizing - Staying Focused 
- Note Cards - Benefits - Disadvantages 

5. Wikipedia:Robert's Rules of Order - Quick Reference - Introduction - Robert's Rules of Order Quick Reference - Robert's Rules of 
Order - Some Basics - Robert's Rules Made Simple  

    Robert's Parliamentary Procedure - Parliamentary procedure - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia - Simplified Parliamentary 
Procedure - Parliamentary Procedure - Quick Reference  

    Resources for Master of Ceremonies for a Court of Honor or lead a Patrol Leaders' Council meeting  

General Resources 

National Speakers Association: http://www.nsaspeaker.org  Toastmasters International: http://www.toastmasters.org  

http://www.scouting.org/
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Guide_to_Safe_Scouting
http://www.scouting.org/HealthandSafety/Resources/AgeAppropriateGuidelines.aspx
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Safe_Swim_Defense
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Scout_Badge
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Tenderfoot_Rank
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Second_Class_Rank
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/First_Class_Rank
http://www.scouting.org/applications/rankvideo.aspx
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Safety_Afloat
http://www.scoutstuff.org/BSASupply/default.aspx?cat=01RTL&ctgy=PRODUCTS&C2=BOOKS_LIT&C3=MB_PAMPHLET&C4=&LV=3
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/MBW
http://www.usscouts.org/mb/worksheets/list.asp
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Public%20Speaking
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Cub_Scout_Communicating
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Communicator
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Communications
http://www.wikihow.com/Choose-a-Topic-for-an-Informative-Speech
http://www.wikihow.com/Write-an-Informative-Speech
http://www.wikihow.com/Prepare-and-Give-a-Speech
http://www.ehow.com/how_4799985_give-speech-stress.html
http://www.expertvillage.com/results.aspx?q=speech
http://www.expertvillage.com/video-series/436_public-speaking.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video-series/4588_public-speaker.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/78300_public-speaker-historical.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/78301_public-speaker-gestures.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/78297_public-speaker-props.htm
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Citizenship_in_the_Community
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Communications
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Photography
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Art
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Computers
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Communications
http://homeworktips.about.com/od/speechclass/a/fastspeech.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video-series/4354_impromptu-speech.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/73571_impromptu-speech-unaware.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/120830_speech-delivery-impromptu-speaking.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/73572_impromptu-speech-thoughts-together.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/73573_impromptu-speech-airplane-example.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/73574_impromptu-speech-take-notes.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/120831_speech-delivery-impromptu-speaking-benefits.htm
http://www.expertvillage.com/video/120832_speech-delivery-impromptu-speaking-disadvantages.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert's_Rules_of_Order
http://www.robertsrules.org/
http://www.robertsrules.org/rulesintro.htm
http://www.asjn.org/toolbox/roberts_r_quick_reference.pdf
http://managementhelp.org/boards/roberts.htm
http://managementhelp.org/boards/roberts.htm
http://managementhelp.org/boards/roberts.htm
http://www.sonoma.edu/Senate/Roberts_Simple.html
http://www.rulesonline.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliamentary_procedure
http://www.public-health.uiowa.edu/UMPHTC/education/BOH/Documents/PM1781.pdf
http://www.public-health.uiowa.edu/UMPHTC/education/BOH/Documents/PM1781.pdf
http://www.public-health.uiowa.edu/UMPHTC/education/BOH/Documents/PM1781.pdf
http://www.fairnet.org/Agencies/PProc/PPQwikRef.htm
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Court_of_Honor
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Patrol_Leaders%27_Council
http://www.nsaspeaker.org/
http://www.toastmasters.org/

